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Dea r  Dr. L e d e r b e r g : 

I b e l i e ve  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  th a t you r  s u p p l e m e n ta ry  g r a n t app l i ca t i on  h a s  
b e e n  a p p r o v e d . 

W ith  respec t  to  you r  q u e s tio n  a b o u t a  m e c h a n i s m  fo r  s u p po r tin g  a  res i -  
d e n t staff m e m b e r  f r om th e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u , I b e l i e ve  it wi l l  b e  neces -  
sa ry  th a t you r  n e g o tia tio n s  w i th  th e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  s hou l d  c lar i fy 
fu r the r  th e  status o f th i s  r es i den t  b e fo r e  I c a n  a n swe r  you r  q u e s tio n . 
The r e  is a  r u l e  aga i ns t  p a y i n g  a  fe de r a l  e m p l o y e e  f r om a  g r a n t 
d i rect ly.  P e r h a p s  th is  ite m  cou l d  b e  i n c l u ded  i n  th e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  
ove ra l l  c h a r g e . P e r h a p s  th e  m a n  cou l d  ta k e  l e ave  f r om th e  fe de r a l  
b u r e a u  w i th  a  spec i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t fo r  r e e m p l o y m e n t b y  th e m . A  th i r d  
poss ib i l i ty  wh i c h  w o u l d  b e  in te res t ing  to  m e  is th a t th e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  
cou l d  l oca te  a  p e r s o n  w h o  w o u l d  qua l i fy  fo r  p e r m a n e n t e m p l o y m e n t w i th  
th e  R a tio n a l  Inst i tute o f Ch i l d  Hea l t h  a n d  H u m a n  D e v e l o p m e n t a n d  w e  
w o u l d  ass i gn  h i m  tempo ra r i l y  to  co l l abo ra te  w i th  y o u . H e  w o u l d  th e n  
re tu rn  to  wo rk  w i th  u s  w h e n  h is  a s s i g n m e n t w i th  y o u  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e te d . 
I wi l l  k e e p  i n  to u c h  w i th  Dr. P a u l  G l ick a b o u t th is.  

Dr. P e r u s h a lmy  is u p  to  h is  o l d  tr icks i n  s h ow i n g  stat ist ical  re la t i on -  
sh i ps  b e tween  th e  p a te r na l  smok i n g  h a b i ts a n d  b i r th  w e i g h t a n d  b e tween  
smok i n g  h a b i ts a n d  imp r o ved  w e i g h t-speci f ic m o r tal i ty. S e v e n  s tud ies  
o n  th e  re l a t i onsh ip  b e tween  smok i n g  a n d  pe r i na ta l  i nd i ces  s h o w  m o r e  
r educ t i on  i n  b i r th  w e i g h t% & " in  th e  d u r a tio n  o f g e s ta tio n . Th is,  I 
be l i eve ,  is re f lec ted b y  a  h i g he r  w e i g h t-speci f ic surv iva l .  In  o th e r  
wo rds ,  th e  b a b i e s  a r e  u n d e r n o u r i s h e d  ra the r  th a n  i m m a tu r e  i n  th e  smok -  
i n g  m o thers ,  a n d  th e  fo rme r  is l ess  d e trim e n tal .  

T h e  9 6 %  fig u r e  fo r  a tte n d e d  b i r ths is r epo r t ed  i n  th e  In d i a n  Hea l t h  
Se rv ice .  It is cer ta in ly  t rue  th a t st i l lb i r ths a n d  p r e m a tu r e  b i r ths 
m a y  b e  u n r e c o r d e d . T h e  s t rongest  e v i d e nce  th a t th e s e  d o  n o t exp l a i n  
th e  d i sc r epancy  is i nd i ca ted  b y  c ompa r i n g  th e  w e i g h t d is t r ibu t ions i n  
th e  2 0 0 0  - 3 0 0 0  g r a m  r a n g e  w h e r e  th e r e  a r e  l a r ge  n u m b e r s  o f b i r ths 
i nvo lved .  O n e  cou l d  ha r d l y  exp l a i n  th e  c o n trast i n  b i r th  w e i g h ts i n  
th i s  r a n g e  o n  th e  bas i s  o f unde r - r epo r t i ng .  
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Indian mortality from infections is much higher than the Negro mortality 
in general. In the post-neonatal period, as shown in Table I, the mor- 
tality rates are much higher in the Indians and this continues through- 
out childhood. This is largely due to diarrhea and respiratory 
infections. 

I very much appreciate your thoughtful review and comments. 

I remain interested in the development of census materials and would 
like to help in any way. Unfortunately, our Program is still in a very 
formative stage and we are hardly able to offer significant technical 
collaboration. As we develop during the coming year, we will be happy 
to offer any possible assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Franz Rosa, M.D., Acting Director 
Perinatal Biology Program 
National Institute of Child Health 

and Human Development 


